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is why we need more companies to join this
crusade and follow its strict rules of conduct.

One of the association’s most important
tasks will be to expand participation to as
many large and small companies as possible.
And I urge all of America’s apparel compa-
nies to become part of this effort. If these
people are willing to put their names, their
necks, their reputations, and their bottom
lines on the bottom line of America, every
other company in America in their line of
work ought to be willing to do the very same
thing.

We have spent a lot of time trying to find
jobs for everybody in America who wants to
work, and we have spent a lot of time saying
that people who are able-bodied, who can
work, should be required to work. Now, we
are also reminding ourselves that no one,
anywhere, should have to put their safety or
their dignity on the line to support them-
selves or their children. This is a great day
for America, a great day for the cause of
human rights, and I believe a great day for
free enterprise. And I thank all of those who
are here who made it possible.

I’m proud that this agreement was indus-
try-led and wholly voluntary. Like the TV in-
dustry’s decision to rate its programming, like
the new private sector effort to help move
people from welfare to work, like the high-
tech industry’s efforts to wire our schools and
our classrooms to the Internet, all of them,
by the year 2000—which we will continue
this Saturday—this is further evidence that
we can solve our problems by working to-
gether in new and creative ways.

The apparel industry understands that we
all share a stake in preparing our country for
the 21st century and preparing the world to
be a good partner. Reaching across lines that
have too often divided us in the past, this
new partnership will create more opportunity
for working families. It will demand more re-
sponsibility for working conditions. It will
build a stronger community here in America
and bind us to the community of people all
around the world who believe in the value
of work but who also believe in the impor-
tance of its dignity and sanctity.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainer Kathie Lee Gifford and
the Union of Needletrades, Industrial and Textile
Employees (UNITE).

Proclamation 6988—To Modify
Application of Duty-Free Treatment
Under the Generalized System of
Preferences
April 11, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Sections 502(d)(1) and 503(c)(1) of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended by Public
Law 104–188; 110 Stat. 1755, 1920, 1922
(‘‘the 1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2462(d)(1) and
2463(c)(1)), provide that the President may
withdraw, suspend, or limit the application
of the duty-free treatment accorded under
the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) with respect to any country and any
article upon consideration of the factors set
forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of the 1974
Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 and 2462(c)). Pursuant
to sections 502(d)(1) and 503(c)(1) of the
1974 Act and having considered the factors
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) of such
Act, including, in particular, section 502(c)(5)
(19 U.S.C. 2464(c)(5)) on the extent to which
a designated beneficiary developing country
is providing adequate and effective protec-
tion of intellectual property rights, I have de-
termined that it is appropriate to suspend the
duty-free treatment accorded under the GSP
to certain eligible articles that are the prod-
uct of Argentina, as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation.

2. Section 604 of the 1974 Act, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2483), authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (HTS) the substance
of the relevant provisions of that Act, and
of other acts affecting import treatment, and
actions thereunder, including the removal,
modification, continuance, or imposition of
any rate of duty or other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to sections
502(d)(1), 503(c)(1), and 604 of the 1974 Act,
do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that Argentina
should no longer be treated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to certain el-
igible articles for purposes of the GSP, the
HTS is modified as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions and provisions of this
proclamation are superseded to the extent of
such inconsistency.

(3) The modifications made by this procla-
mation shall be effective with respect to arti-
cles both: (i) imported on or after January
1, 1976, and (ii) entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after 30
days after the date of publication of this proc-
lamation in the Federal Register.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 16, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 15, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 17.

Message to the Congress on the
Generalized System of Preferences
April 11, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
The Generalized System of Preferences

(GSP) program offers duty-free treatment to
specified products that are imported from
designated developing countries. The pro-
gram is authorized by title V of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended.

Pursuant to title V, I have determined that
Argentina fails to provide adequate and ef-
fective means under its laws for foreign na-
tionals to secure, to exercise, and to enforce
exclusive rights in intellectual property. As

a result, I have determined to withdraw ben-
efits for 50 percent (approximately $260 mil-
lion) of Argentina’s exports under the GSP
program. The products subject to removal in-
clude chemicals, certain metals and metal
products, a variety of manufactured prod-
ucts, and several agricultural items (raw cane
sugar, garlic, fish, milk protein concentrates,
and anchovies).

This notice is submitted in accordance
with the requirements of title V of the Trade
Act of 1974.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 11, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 15.

Remarks on Kick Butts Day in
Brooklyn, New York
April 15, 1997

The President. Thank you. Good morn-
ing. Let me, first of all, say that I am de-
lighted to be here. And I thought Ayana gave
a wonderful introduction, didn’t you? Give
her a hand. [Applause]

I’m delighted to be here with all of the
young people at the Hudde School, not only
those who are here but those who are outside
this room listening to us and looking at us
over closed-circuit television. There are
young people around New York and all
across America participating in this second
annual Kick Butts Day. But I am glad to be
here.

I thank your principal, Julia Bove, for mak-
ing me feel so welcome. I am delighted to
be here with Congressman Chuck Schumer,
my longtime friend who has worked so hard
on this tobacco issue, and also he’s worked
hard on the assault weapons ban and the
Brady bill and other things to make the
streets of New York safer for children.

I’m glad to be here with Major Owens who
was a very early supporter of mine here and
who has been a great champion for edu-
cation. You heard him talking about edu-
cation—we’re trying to get this Congress to
really focus on the education needs of our
children. And if it does happen in this Con-
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